
 
 

Scunthorpe Air Quality Technical Working Group (AQTWG) 
Meeting Notes 

21 September 2011 
 

Present:  Steve Proffitt, Peter Borrell, Laura Smith, Roger Timmis (RTim) - EA, Kath Jickells, Ross 
Thomson (RThom) - NLC, Jenny Hodges – Tata STC, Phil Togwell – Tata Steel, Jonathon 
Robinson - Tarmac 

Apologies:  Neil Haynes – Tata STC, Emily Connolly - Defra 
 

Review of Terms of Reference  
Group felt that the ToR were still relevant but more emphasis should be 
placed on objective 3 around monitoring the effectiveness of interventions to 
demonstrate whether site improvements are reducing PM10 

 

  
Update from North Lincs Council  
Ross showed a summary of 2011 data to date at all monitoring stations. He 
then showed the data for Low Santon in more detail comparing breach days 
for Teom V FDMS. Big variation in number of breach days since May/June. 
Teom recording 40+ and FDMS only 6. Long discussion on the possible 
reasons for this. Concluded that the likelihood is that the Teom was 
recording daily means slightly above 50ug and FDMS daily means slightly 
less than 50ug. Agreed some more analysis of the data was required. 
 
KJ presented a case for replacing Partisol at High Santon with a Teom. 
Group agreed with proposal. 
 
RTim suggested it would be useful to set out in a briefing note a summary of 
the TEOM corrections to date telling the story of how.  
 

RThom / JH agreed 
to look at data 
further. Possibly 
cusum analysis and 
also wind direction to 
see if the misting at 
Tarmac had an 
impact. 
 
 
 
KJ agreed to draft a 
note. 

Update from Environment Agency  
RTim gave an update on the passive directional sampling project and the 
proposal to locate some for PM10 monitoring on the steelworks. 
 
RTim presented a conditional analysis tool, which he and Sarah Watkins 
had been developing. It seemed to have great potential for identifying if site 
improvements were reducing PM10 concentrations at Low Santon by 
‘normalising’ the contribution of wind speed, direction and time. Group 
agreed it would be useful to analyse the Low Santon data for this year to be 
able to quantify site improvements. 
 
SP outlined successful bid to model the potential impact of moving the 
Tarmac operation to another part of the steelworks site. 

 
 
 
SP to contact RTim / 
Sarah Watkins to see 
if we can carry out 
this conditional 
analysis on 2011 
data. 
 
SP to organise a 
meeting to discuss 
taking this project 
forward. 

  
Update from Tata Steel  
PT reported that the alert system was developing well and Tata was working 
towards the 10 o’clock alert as agreed at the interventions workshop 
 
PT said that Tata had been undertaking daily exceedance reviews since 
April and he would put those reviews and future reviews on the AQTWG 
part of the web site. 
 
PT reported that the 5-day risk assessment was working well. Group felt it 

PT to let group know 
date when 10 o’clock 
alert goes live. 
PT to action. 
 
 
 
PT to talk to Neil 



would be good to get some feedback on the accuracy of the predictions 
 
 
 
JH reported that the Osiris monitoring campaign was coming to an end and 
we needed to decide what to do with the data. 
 
 
 
 
PT reported on the PAH monitoring Tata had been undertaking at site and 
the difficulties they were having in trying to develop the in house capability. 

Haynes about 
presenting to the 
next meeting. 
 
JH to set up telecon 
with some members 
of AQTWG to 
discuss the analysis 
ahead of next 
meeting. 

  
Update from other partners  
JR reported that Tarmac were committed to resolving the PM10 problem at 
Low Santon and would continue to make investment on site improvements. 
 

 

Date of Next Meeting  
Group agreed that a meeting in late January / early February would be best 
to avoid the Local Industry Forum date in March. Date set as 8 February 
2012 from 10.00 to 13.00 at the Agency’s Rotherham office. Details to be 
sent later. 

 

 


