May 2008

rite a letter,
V\\llvut\iFREE
CINEMA
T|CKET7S

LA®

LINCOLNSHIRE

COUNCII

What's on: page 22 | cou

www.northlines.gov.uk




any people enjoy having a
garden bonfire and it is often
seen as a quick and easy way of
disposing of garden waste.
Unfortunately your neighbours
may not share your belief that a
fireis the best option - especially if the smoke -
blows into their gardens and houses, spoiling
their washing and causing a nuisance. '

A nuisance is generally considered to be
anything which causes harm or substantially
interferes with your neighbours’ well-being,
comfort or enjoyment of their land.

The council often receives complaints or
queries about the law on bonfires. One recent
caller said “the toxic fumes are horrendous and
you cannot keep complaining to them, or the
councdil. It needs to be done properly with

" legislation or people take no notice at all.”

Another resident said “One of our
neighbours now burns waste about three
times a week, another about once a week. This
means we have to retreat from our garden and
close windows, as well as having to re-wash
several loads of washing that were out to dry.

“| believe the problem is ignorance of any
laws or restrictions on the matter.”

There is a common misconception that
there are by-laws relating to specific times
when a bonfire can be lit. This is not the case.
There is no law restricting when you can and
can't have a domestic bonfire. It is important
however, to use bonfires responsibly, and with
consideration to others. The council can take
action if the bonfire is proven to be causing a
Statutory Nuisance under the Environmental
Protection Act 1990.

Under the Waste Management (England and
Wales) Regulations 2006, it is an offence for
people to dispose of their domestic waste in a
way likely to pollute the environment, or harm
human health. In practice you should not burn
waste that is likely to create excessive smoke or
noxious fumes.

There also seems to be confusion over .
‘Smoke Control Areas’ and what they relate to.
Smoke Control Areas relate specifically to what
fuel can be burnt on an open chimney fire
within the home (chimneys in garden
structures can also be included).
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fences and buildings
@ Do not leave a fire unattended or
leave it to smoulder. Douse with
if necessary.
@ If a neighbour is having nuisance
bonfires, it is always best to

approach them and explain how the

fire or smoke is affecting you and
your property. If this approach fails,
make a formal complaint by calling
01724 297000.

Useful Links
www.environmentakprotection. om uk
www.iksmokecontrolareas.co.uk

 www.defra.gov. ultfmironmentﬂmlenv/

nuisance/smoke :
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www.direct.gov.uk
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What's the law on bonfires? We try to clear things up once and for all.
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Alternative ways of disposing of rubbish without burning are:
@® Composting/recycling |
@® Bulky item collection service
@ Collection in your brown bin / wheelie bin
@ Household recycling sites
® Skip hire

For information on all xi‘u e services, call 01724 297000.
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