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Mind the quality
Parents looking for high quality
childcare can choose with more
confidence after local childminders
gained national approval. The
childminding network -
Ch.a.lk.(Childminders help and
love kids) has gained approval
from the National Childminding
Association (NCMA).

Over the last two years the
network has worked through the

. rigorous NCMA Children Come

First quality assurance scheme. To -

become approved under NCMA
Children Come First, a
childminding network must build
up a portfolio of evidence clearly
showing that it meets NCMA

. criteria.

The approved C.h.a.l.k.
Childminding Network is made up
of registered childminders who
have completed the NCMA
‘Children Come First” assurance
“scheme and have achieved a Level
3 qualification in Childcare and are
progressing on the local Steps to
-Quality Assurance Scheme.

For more information on the
network please contact Kids Lincs
on 01724 296629,

Home from home

New arrivals from other countries,
as well as more established black -
and minority ethnic residents, can
now get free help and advice on
housing.

A service set up by the council
helps with everything from
applying for housing through to
bills and benefits, as well as with
other services such as health,
employment and training.

North Lincolnshire Council
appointed housing and support
specialists York Housing
Association to set up the service.,

York Housing Association’s
housing support workers Shelem
Ali, Danielle Coupland and Sofia
Begum are based at the Credit

- Union Office at 162 High Street in-

Scunthorpe, tel: 01724 868950.
Between them they speak Arabic,
Urdu, Bengali and Punjabi.
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Don’t choke on smoke

ave you been bothered
by smoke from nearby
fires-and chimneys? If
so, the council is
reminding you of the

stop it.
North Lincolnshire Council

- enforces the law on pollution in

smoke control areas. You can

~ contact environmental health

officers for details of smoke control
areas and for information on the
fuels and appliances which may be
used. The current maximum fine is
£1,000 for each offence.

During the 1950s and 1960s
regular smogs were caused by
burning coal in homes and by
industry. Smog was blamed for
hundreds of premature deaths in
the UK. The government  «
introduced the Clean Air Acts in
1956 and 1968. These gave
councils the power to control

-emissions of dark smoke; grit, dust

and fumes from industrial premises
and to declare “"smoke control
areas” in which smoke from
domestic properties is banned.
Since then, smoke control areas

~ have been introduced in many

towns and cities. This, coupled with

‘the increased popularity of natural

gas, led to major cuts in pollution
over the past 50 years.

Most of the urban area of
Scunthorpe was declared a smoke
control area in the 1960s. In

action you can take to”

The law enables

the council to g3
control smoke &
from homes and

facmri?

November 2005 parts of
Scunthorpe were designated an Air
Quality Management Area (AQMA)
and, in accordance with the Air
Quality Action Plan, the council will
ensure that local residents do not
burn unauthorised fuels.

Certain smokeless fuels or special

appliances are approved for use in
smoke control areas. These are
listed at www.uksmokecontrol
areas.co.uk. They include fuels such
as gas, electricity and anthracite
together with specified brands of -
solid smokeless fuels. These fuels
have passed tests to prove that
they are capable of burning in an
open fireplace without smoke.

If you are affected by unpleasant
smoke from a domestic chimney, or
need more advice, please call
01724 297624 [ 6475.

All aboard for free travel

Although thousands of people have already applied for
their new-style national free bus pass, there are still
sessions to enable you to apply if you haven't done so.

These will be at Scunthorpe Central Library on Friday
25 January and on Fridays throughout February. There
will also be a Saturday session on 2 February.

Please note that if you apply for your pass after
2 February, the council cannot guarantee that you will
get it in time for the start of free travel throughout
England on 1 April.

If you are applying for the first time, please bring
with you an official document which shows that you
are & 2d 60 or over and something which shows you
live in North Lincolnshire - a driving licence or utility

bill will do.
_ )

Bus pass
application
sessions have
proved popular

If you can’t make it to one of the application
sessions, please call the council on 01724 297000 and
ask for a form.



